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Effect of Swartz Model in teaching art education in developing critical
thinking skills of middle school female students

ABSTRACT

Swartz Model is mainly concerned towards developing thinking skills.
Thus, the aim of study was to identify the effect of using Swartz Model in
developing critical thinking skills of middle school female students. These skills
were represented as follow: hypotheses prediction, interpretation, evaluating
discussion, elicitation, and deduction. The study sample consisted of 40 female
students, randomly selected. The students were divided into two groups. An
independent group consisted of 20 students, applying a traditional teaching
methodology and a dependent group consisted of 20 students as well, applying
the Swart Model in teaching methodology. The researcher used the experimental
methodology approach and created a measurement of critical thinking skills as
her study tool. Results revealed a general difference, statistically based favoring
the dependent group. More specifically, study revealed a statistical difference
among hypotheses prediction and elicitation_skills. However, no statistical
difference was revealed among interpretation, evaluating discussion and
deduction skills. Recommendation of this study illustrates the importance of
Swart Model application in teaching art education and in development of middle
schools’ art curriculum. On the other hand, we emphasize on creating activities
to practice critical thinking skills based on Swart Model and train teachers to
practice it inside classrooms.

Key Words: art education teaching- adolescence-critical thinking- educational curriculum -
high skills- Swartz model-.
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